after the eleCtion
A Leftover Funds
Primarily Formed Committees Generally, a committee established primarily to support or oppose a ballot measure will terminate soon after the election, unless the committee has debts and remains open to raise funds to pay the debts.
If a committee chooses, it may remain open to support or oppose candidates or other measures. If this is the case, the committee must amend its Statement of Organization, Form 410, to reflect the change of committee type and to change the committee name since it is no longer primarily formed for the previous measure.
Semi-annual statements are required after the election in which the measure that the committee was formed to support or oppose appears on the ballot.
Quarterly statements are required if the committee's ballot measure fails to qualify for the ballot, or is otherwise not on the ballot or if the committee makes contributions or expenditures for another ballot measure.
Local Measure Committees A local ballot measure committee with funds left over after the election may spend those funds in accordance with the Act's provisions on use of funds in Sections 89510-89522. The FPPC receives frequent emails on this topic and can assist committees. For example, a local school bond measure committee's leftover funds may be used to hold a thank you luncheon for supporters and to donate to the school district to buy computers, video equipment and smartboards. A committee supporting county land use measures may donate leftover funds to another general purpose committee that supports its goals or use the funds to draft and seek state legislation protecting agricultural land.
Chapter 12 D R A F T Statewide Measure Committees. A California Attorney General Opinion (75 Ops. Cal. Gen 29) has concluded that with respect to surplus campaign funds held by a statewide ballot measure committee after an election, the committee may:
1. return the funds to contributors on a pro rata basis; 2. return the funds only to contributors of a specified minimum amount; 3. donate the funds to a nonprofit organization or a nonprofit, taxexempt corporation; 4. contribute the funds to another ballot measure committee, to a candidate committee, or to a political party; 5. use the funds for educational or lobbying efforts with respect to the subject of the ballot measure, if the committee is established for purposes in addition to supporting the ballot measure; or 6. retain the funds for use in a future ballot measure campaign on the same or related subjects.
General Purpose Ballot Measure Committees A general purpose ballot measure committee often remains active through several elections and continues to file campaign reports. A committee may terminate at any time. See Chapter 10 regarding the use of funds.
State Candidate Controlled Committees. When a state candidate controlled measure committee is preparing to terminate, within 60 days prior to the date of its termination, the funds may be used for the following:
• Donations to bona fide charities, educational, civic, religious or similar nonprofit organizations so long as there are no financial ties to the candidate and family members and treasurer. • To a political party committee, including a local central committee, so long as funds are not used for a contribution to a candidate or for a communication which supports/opposes a candidate.
• Return all or part of a contribution to contributor.
Committees may seek advice from the FPPC to determine if the final expenditures of a committee are permitted.
B Termination
There are specific requirements that must be met before a committee may terminate. It is important to remember that the committee may not terminate if it still has funds. A committee may terminate with debt, as long as at the time of termination the committee neither has the ability nor foresees the ability to pay the debt. There is no deadline by which a committee must terminate; however, the committee must continue to file reports until it terminates.
A committee may terminate only if it:
• Has ceased receiving contributions or making expenditures;
• Has no remaining funds;
• Has filed all required campaign statements disclosing all reportable transactions, including the disposition of leftover funds; and
• Has eliminated all debts and loans, or has no intention or ability to discharge debts and loans.
• Committees controlled by candidates for state elective office must disburse funds as described above. All committees are subject to certain expenditure restrictions outlined in Chapter 10. On the Form 410, the "Termination" box must be checked. List the committee's identification number and the date of termination; the date of termination is generally the date all funds have been expended.
Complete Section 1 and the treasurer or assistant treasurer must sign the verification.
If it is a controlled committee, the controlling officeholder(s)/ candidate(s) or state ballot measure proponent(s) must also sign the verification.
Campaign disclosure Form 460 also must be filed showing that all funds have been expended and the committee has no cash on hand.
Check the "Termination" box on the cover page. 
Where to File

